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A tissue that could flexibly respond to all input factors as well as accommodate desired 
(planned) goals
Conference of the International Forum on Urbanism (IFoU) 
– TOURBANISM –
Barcelona 25-28 01 2012  
Arch. HĂRMĂNESCU MIHAELA
Faculty of Urbanism
UAUIM, Bucharest
a. Introduction
b. Theoretical framework 
Tourism development in the current context
Sustainable tourism and Romanian background 
Why rural tourism?
c. Rural –
 
urban relationship 
Dynamic components and land use
Rural tourism: integration, development and conservation 
d. Conclusion
Conference of the International Forum on Urbanism (IFoU) 
– TOURBANISM –
Barcelona 25-28 01 2012  
Arch. HĂRMĂNESCU MIHAELA
Faculty of Urbanism
UAUIM, Bucharest
structure
rural
 
–
 
urban
 
relation
Why?
over the next decade urban agglomerations will benefit from current economic and demographic 
trends where
 
many remote rural areas face increasing difficulties and needs to better capitalize
 their territorial potential which is visible in the tourism development.
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rural
 
–
 
urban
 
fragility
Why?
more remote rural areas with low population density and a difficult economic development 
are facing an increasing dichotomy between rural and urban areas. 
limits between the rural tourism and the urban tourism which comes with its dangers over 
the authentic rural. 
Questions:
How the rural areas may benefit from an increased interaction with the urban areas close 
by and/or from an increasingly diversified tourism base?
How they also face the challenges of not losing their rural characteristics and identity 
versus urban tourism development?
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speed of delivery, of service, of consumption, of leisure, of relaxation, of tourism 
social and cultural  forces  associated with
 
globalization have overwritten
local social  and cultural practices generate a world of restless landscapes  in which 
the more places change the more  they seem to look  alike and the less they are able to 
retain a distinctive sense of place
↓
tourism with destructive effects
↓
…………………………..
world's fastest growing industries
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(formulated by WTO, 1993)
‘serving the needs of present tourists and tourist industry and, meanwhile, to protect 
the environment and future opportunities’
to evolve from two main strands:
sustainable tourism 
the increased awareness of the general 
environmental consequences of 
economic development as 
highlighted in the Brundthland 
Report (1987)
by contrast, was much more specific, 
relating to perspectives of the impact of 
mass tourism on the physical, socio-cultural 
and economic environment as of tourist 
areas
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PATN. Tourist Resources Areas Rural space zoning. Rural Development
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PATN. Preserved Areas –
 
Build Areas   PATN. Preserved Areas –
 
Natural Areas
Romanian background
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-
 
the rural space is 40% of the country
-
 
Connection of
 
the rural community to macro-economic mechanisms
-
 
has certain typical characteristics 
-
 
it meshes with seasonality and local events and is based on preservation of culture, 
heritage and traditions
-
 
………………
why rural turism?
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-
 
In part, the predatory consumption of land by the urbanization process, the 
transformation of non –
 
urban land into urban land –
 
in the result of a drastic difference 
between what is city and what is country; between what is urban and what is rural
-
 
The absence of the transitional space between the city and the country mean there is a 
great pressure on the space adjacent to those cities in need of the land to grow on. 
why rural turism?
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dynamic components 
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-new relationships in rural areas under urban pressure
- the Characteristics of ‘Rural’
 
and ‘Urban’
 
Societies
- the features Characteristics of ‘Rural’
 
and ‘Urban’
 
Tourism
Mutations: 
-Technical and cultural modernity provides a degree increasingly higher diffusion values in urban and 
rural society, consequently, causes important changes in its lifestyle. 
-
 
mentalities, perceptions, with major impact in terms of artistic production, lifestyle 
and complex living environment.
rural –  urban fragility 
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-relationships rural / urban continuously produce a new structure
 
of anthropic environment, 
expressed through the landscape as an expression of new economic
 
structures (ratio of 
agriculture/ industry / services, in which the last become dominant -
 
travel, insurance, banking, 
specialized education , cultural services)
- Mentioned influences and changes are not limited to endogenous relations, are also present in 
relation to the big territory, at the macro scale landscape, infrastructure. In this relationship 
could occur dynamics under urban pressure on the rural land for housing, transport 
infrastructure, economic and tourist activities
- Ideally, land use planning could act as a tool to deal with the
 
various, often conflicting, 
demands for rural space
rural –  urban fragility 
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rurality
–
 
a spatial phenomenon –
that extends across regions, 
landscapes, natural areas, 
agricultural land, villages and other 
larger urban centers, pockets of 
industrialization and regional 
centers. It encompasses a diverse 
and complex economic and social 
fabric. It is the home of a great 
wealth of natural and cultural 
resources and traditions
Santamaria Orlea administrative structure. Hateg Country Dinosaurs  Geopark, Romania
Conference of the International Forum on Urbanism (IFoU) 
– TOURBANISM –
Barcelona 25-28 01 2012  
Arch. HĂRMĂNESCU MIHAELA
Faculty of Urbanism
UAUIM, Bucharest
land use 
Source: Research project: Strategy and Identity on Rural Settlements, Hateg County, Geopark, Romania, 2004-2006
Traditional structure.
 
Densus,
Hateg Country Dinosaurs Geopark, Romania
Traditional structure.
 
Sacel, 
Hateg Country Dinosaurs Geopark, Romania
Conference of the International Forum on Urbanism (IFoU) 
– TOURBANISM –
Barcelona 25-28 01 2012  
Arch. HĂRMĂNESCU MIHAELA
Faculty of Urbanism
UAUIM, Bucharest
land use 
Source: Research project: Strategy and Identity on Rural Settlements, Hateg County, Geopark, Romania, 2004-2006
Traditional  elements. Clopotiva, Hateg Country Dinosaurs Geopark, Romania
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land use 
Source: Research project: Strategy and Identity on Rural Settlements, Hateg County, Geopark, Romania, 2004-2006
Traditional and contemporary elements. Vadu , Hateg Country Dinosaurs Geopark, Romania
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land use 
Source: Research project: Strategy and Identity on Rural Settlements, Hateg County, Geopark, Romania, 2004-2006
Cultural heritage and traditional
 
elements. Hateg Country Dinosaurs Geopark, Romania
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land use 
Source: Research project: Strategy and Identity on Rural Settlements, Hateg County, Geopark, Romania, 2004-2006
Cultural heritage. Sarmisegetusa romana,
Hateg Country Dinosaurs Geopark, Romania
Conference of the International Forum on Urbanism (IFoU) 
– TOURBANISM –
Barcelona 25-28 01 2012  
Arch. HĂRMĂNESCU MIHAELA
Faculty of Urbanism
UAUIM, Bucharest
land use 
Source: Research project: Strategy and Identity on Rural Settlements, Hateg County, Geopark, Romania, 2004-2006
Cultural heritage. 
Sarmisegetusa dacica
Cultural heritage. Densus
Hateg Country Dinosaurs Geopark, Romania
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land use 
Cultural heritage. Castelul Nalatvad, Hateg Country Dinosaurs 
Geopark, Romania
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land use 
Cultural heritage. Blidaru, 
Hateg Country Romania
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land use 
Source: Research project: Strategy and Identity on Rural Settlements, Hateg County, Geopark, Romania, 2004-2006
Tustea-
 
Geological site Ohaba –Paleontological siteStei –Geological site 
Sanpetru –Geological site Carlig –Geological site 
Silvasu De Sus -
 Geological site
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land use 
structure
a. Introduction
b. Theoretical framework 
Tourism development in the current context
Sustainable tourism and Romanian background 
Why rural tourism?
c. Rural –
 
urban relationship 
Dynamic components and land use
Rural tourism: integration, development and conservation 
d. Conclusion
Conference of the International Forum on Urbanism (IFoU) 
– TOURBANISM –
Barcelona 25-28 01 2012  
Arch. HĂRMĂNESCU MIHAELA
Faculty of Urbanism
UAUIM, Bucharest
Conference of the International Forum on Urbanism (IFoU) 
– TOURBANISM –
Barcelona 25-28 01 2012  
Arch. HĂRMĂNESCU MIHAELA
Faculty of Urbanism
UAUIM, Bucharest
Thematic study of rural tourism is related to the cultural landscape of rural settlement and includes a wide range of analytical
 
approaches that relate to: 
(based, for the Romanian t
 
erritory, the differences between intra-and extra-spaces)
(a)Topographic, and hydrographic micro –
 
topographic;
(b) Vegetation cover (plant structure, species, spatial and temporal configurations);
(c) Fauna; 
(d) History site;
(e) cultural heritage; 
(e) Major landscape represented by farms;
(f) the presence of subsistence activities (agricultural, territorial fragmentation); 
(g) Characteristics of built space (scale, functions and architecture of rural household, construction 
materials), leading to the problem of rural development models; 
(h) Impact of external environment; 
(i)Differences between regions sensitive to different territorial scales 
integration. development. conservation.
Realities of rural tourism with negative 
effects
Realities of rural tourism with positive 
effects
Imbalance factor of local tradition Promoting factor of culture
Changing factor change of the social structure of 
settlements
Touristic village, the main element (more than 207 
settlements)
Physical pollution factor of the land, of the environment and 
food
Local resource users
Moral pollution factor Development factor of activities
Great efforts, small incomes Creator of new professions and jobs
Tourism only in the summer Safety valve in the summer tourism
Periods of rising and falling Periods of rising and falling
The relative economic efficiency
Development Factor
Spontaneous 
Electrifying energy factor of the local connection
The negative and positive effects of Rural Tourism  
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integration. development. conservation.
morphology
structure
Territory
rural tourism
form
dynamic
attitude
functionality
tradition
an organic urban tissue also (the proposed grid can have an almost infinite 
number of combinations
 
to define and integrate the rural tourism through 
the territory development
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Identifying the elements (including the 
relations between elements) that give 
personality to the rural landscape is the 
basis for valuing (classification and 
hierarchy) of rural tourism, but it could 
become also operational as a basis for 
decisions on development policies, based 
on specific methodologies related to the 
value system of the local population 
(rural), and at the outside (urban). 
integration. development. conservation.
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